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President. Kennedy is asking, 
a panel of eminent ' sSle nffsts 
to study whether Russia qtfuiq 
be testing nuclei ; 'wefitifpji 
secretly and whai 
progress .she. could jrigjp" 1 

if she were. 7.. 

1 He told ngwsmen. .ttje.Sq 


Union's • refusal to ncgot: 

est .1 


j seriously on a nuclear tes 
at Genevg ".raises' a xqyipus 
question about how long ,wc 
can safely continue on arVo l- 
untary basis a refusal to un-.. 
.dertake tests in this eoyntry’ 
without aw assurance that the 
J Russians |re not now testing.” 

! Mr. Kennedy said he had 
directed hjs Scientific Advisory 
Committee to convepe Jljjie spe- 
■ rial panel of scientist’s to study 
i i wo ' questions: ' ■ i 

"First, what "is the extent of 
our information on whether 
jibe Soviet Union has been or 
could be engaged in-, secret 
testing of nuclear weapons? 

Will Stay at Geneva 

"Second, to the extent that] 
certain types of tests can be j 
concealed by the Soviet Union, 
what technical progress in 
weapons could' b'e under way in 
that area' without our knowl- 
edge?” 

The scientist’s findings will 
be reviewed by the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff, the National Security I 
Council and himself, Mr. Ken- 
nedy said. Meantime, the 
American negotiating team will 
remain in Geneva, he said. 

The President appealed again 
I to Soviet leaders "to end their 
intransigence and to accept a 
, reasonable and enforceable 
j treaty which is our wholeheart- 
ed desire.”. 

j On other foregin policy mat- ; 
ters the President said: 

1. Reported the United States 
intends to continue negotiating 
at Geneva on Laos, seeking full! 
powers for the International 
Control Commission to verify 
the cease-fire which he said is 
; "generally” in effect, 
i 2. Said the tractors-for-pris- 
oners deal with Cuban Premier 
Castro will remain inactive 
unless Mr. Castro “changes his 
view." 

"The committee (of private! 
American citizens which went 1 
to Havana) went to every con- i 
ceivable length in order to dem- 
onstrate their good faith. Mr. 
Castro would not accept 


3, defended the “ferment” 
among his advisers on Latin 
America as evidence of serious 
efforts to improve American 
.'{policies in that’ area. "My ex- 
perience in government is that 
wh"en things are: non-contro- 
'versial, beautifully co-ordinated 
and all the rekt, it may be that 
there is not milch going on,” 
he said. ; . I think we have 
given more thought in this 
administration v to the problem 
of Latin America than any 
other problem of foreign pol- 
icy.” 

Gen. Maxwell Taylor, just, 
named' a White House adviser 
on military affairs, gave 'film 
an oral report on United States 
intelligence activities and the 
CttBIn* situation, tfi'e President 
told a 'questioner. But, be did 
not disclose the contents of the 
report. The committee headed 
by Dr^ Jamex. .Killian, is still 
Studying possibilities for, reor- 
ganizing intelligence opera- 


tions, Mr Kennedy reported. 
When the Kiiliancommjti.ee 
has •fln^Hi^lC M^ ary 
surveys we" may' ‘ WM ’.seme 




he sa.„. . . 

Questioned on A -Tests 

A reporter asked if ; the Presi- 
dent had information, whether 
the Soviet Union ha.d been se- 
cretly testing, nuclear weapons. 

Mr. Klnnedy replied, “l 
have .not. seen any information 
[nor: did the previous admin- 
istration have any knowledge 
which would . state that the 
Soviet Union had been testing. 

• • . What, is of concern is, is 
it possible to test without those 
evidences being secured. ... 
What we are concerned about 
is that our information is quite 
incohiplete and - we want to 
know if it is possible that they 
could be testing without our 
knowing.”; 

The President alluded to dif- 
ficulties he has had in securing 
an Assistant Secretary of 
State . for Inter-American Af- 
fairs before he appointed Rob- 
ert Woodward, a career diplo- 
mat with long experience in 
the area. 

“I was, sorry that we did not 


secure a replacement for Mr. 
(Thomas) Mann (former As- 
sistant Secretary for Inter- ; 
American Affairs) more quick- 1 
ly. I , did talk to almost eight 1 
people. We had assurances in, 
a number of cases which, lasted ! 
some days. . But we were not 
successful.” 

Adolf Berle, special adviser; 


to the President on Latin 
American Affairs, . “is complet- 
ing the work of his task force,” 
the President reported. 

When Mr. Woodward takes 
office next week, Mr. Kennedy 
' said, "he will be . the respon- 
sible officer in the State "De- 
partment, and will work close- 
ly. I am sure, with the Secre- 
tary of State and with me ’{ •• 
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